
 

 

 

Dear Partners in the Field,  

 

In the spirit of sustained communication we wanted to send another letter to our IHL volunteers 

and the chapter network. The purpose of this letter is to introduce our new Program Officer, 

discuss the current status of our Professional Training Course, introduce our Healthcare in Danger 

targeted training, share exciting news regarding the Clara Barton Competition, and celebrate 

some of the outstanding IHL work being done in New York and Los Angeles.  

 

First and foremost I’d like to welcome our new Program Officer, Esmé Aston. She recently 

completed a Fulbright grant to Malaysia where she worked in public schools and designed 

programs to engage and empower youth. Esmé is passionate about promoting dialogue on global 

issues with youth and believes that education in International Humanitarian Law is critical to 

developing the next generation of leaders. Esmé will be developing the Youth Action Campaign 

in the coming months. As a reminder, Koby Langely, Senior Vice President of Services to the 

Armed Force has put all youth programing on hold for 3-6 months, but please feel free to reach 

out to Esmé with any questions at esme.aston@redcross.org. She’s the perfect person to take over 

our Youth Action Campaign, and I hope you’ll join me in welcoming her to the team!  

 

I’ve received several questions about our Professional Training Course (PTC) and I want to use 

this as an opportunity to discuss the content of the course and intended target audience. Our 

“Humanity in War” course is targeted towards government officials, policy professionals, and 

individuals with a background in IHL. The content is legal in nature and targets demographics 

with experience in international law. We deliver this course twelve times a year at NHQ (register 

here) and are in the process of conducting a series of trainings for individuals who will facilitate 

the PTC for wider dissemination. We just wrapped up our first training in New York City and 

have trainings planned for Europe (6.13-6.15 and 6.18-6.20) and the Southeast (8.4-8.5). 

Individuals who have completed the Humanity in War Training of Trainers are permitted to 

deliver the course on behalf of the American Red Cross. If your division is interested in pursuing 

a training please reach out directly to me at griffin.ferry@redcross.org.  

 

As part of our Healthcare in Danger (HCiD) Initiative, we’ll be delivering targeted trainings on 

the protections afforded to medical infrastructure and personnel in armed conflict. We’ve been 

building the curriculum with the International Human Rights Clinic at USC’s Gould School of 

Law and are excited to begin delivering this training. This content is intended to be delivered to 

medical practitioners, humanitarian aid workers and the general public. Trainings for Los Angeles 

(5/12), New York (7/26), Chicago (7/31) and DC (TBD) are planned. If your division is interested 

in hosting a HCiD training please reach out to NHQ—griffin.ferry@redcross.org or 

ihlaw@redcross.org.  

 

I’m also happy to announce that the Clara Barton Competition is coming back under the auspices 

of the American Red Cross. The Clara Barton Competition is an experiential legal competition 

designed to expose rising professionals to the practice of IHL and the real world challenges 

facing IHL professionals during armed conflict. The Competition tests participants’ knowledge of 

international humanitarian law and public international law, as well as their ability to present, 

advocate for, and defend legal positions to a diverse range of stakeholders in various simulated 

environments. The Competition is open to students currently pursuing Juris Doctor, Bachelor of 

Law, or Master of Law degrees, as well as military academy students from across North, Central, 
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and South American. We’ll be hosting the 6th annual Clara Barton Competition at NHQ March 

8th-10th 2019.  

 

In terms of technical dissemination, we’re in the process of deciding on how we’re going to make 

content available to the chapter network. The hope is to identify a single platform that we can use 

to make all programming available to the field. Stay tuned! 

 

Switching gears, I’d like to mention the amazing work in IHL that’s being done by the NY and 

LA Regions respectively. In partnership with UCLA’s Law School, the LA Region is creating an 

IHL community curriculum intended to educate the general public. The curriculum includes an 

overview of IHL and case studies where IHL and international human rights law overlap. UCLA 

law students are being recruited to teach the course as Red Cross volunteers. For more 

information contact Kerry Khan kerry.khan3@redcross.org.  

 

The Greater New York region continues to support the IHL education program by organizing 

both Professional Training Courses and Community Education Workshops. On May 1st the New 

York Region is hosting a panel discussion “Far from the Media’s Spotlight” from 6:00-8:00pm 

EST. The New York Region is also in the final stages of developing a Fundamental Principles 

workshop to education the Red Cross community as well as the general public on the seven 

principles that guide our humanitarian action. Registration for all events made available by the 

Greater New York Region can be completed on their EventBrite page. For more information 

contact Sara Onvani (sara.onvani2@redcross.org).  

 

While much of the above content is legal in nature, we understand the importance of creating IHL 

programming that is accessible by any and everyone. At the end of the day, our target audience is 

the American public. We’re currently focused on creating new programming that will be 

accessible to the general public. However, we can’t reach three hundred and twenty five 

Americans without the help of our chapter network and amazing volunteers. The IHL Team at 

NHQ is here to provide you all with programming and support you in anyway we can in 

delivering IHL content. We’re here to support you! 

 

In next month’s newsletter we’ll introduce the new IHL Program Director, our four summer 

interns, discuss the current status of our forthcoming programming and provide an update on our 

communication platform. If you’re interested in further IHL updates, please sign up for the ISD 

Programs Bi-monthly Call by emailing Jon Sargent-Dillon at jon.sargentdillon@redcross.org.  

 

 

Thank you, 

 

Griffin Ferry  
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